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learn something of the policy of the leaders in their divided
counsels. As a foot-soldier, during the later months of the
Crusade, he knew the sufferings and the courage of the
pauperes homines pedites. As a layman he stands out con-
spicuously in the crowd of ecclesiastical chroniclers. Pre-
judices he may have, but they are of another kind from
those of the emotional Provencal priest, Raymond of
Agiles,1 or the didactic royal chaplain, Fulcher of Chartres.
No less well was he fitted for his task by his nature and
character. A thorough soldier, he has all the military virtues
—loyalty, steadfast resolution, personal bravery, scorn
of cowardice, and admiration of skill and courage in others,
even in his enemies the Turks, bellorum ingeniosissimi?
In recalling the stress of battle his unimpassioned style can
kindle into eloquence.3 He is keenly interested in military
operations and in the art of war, and is a first-rate authority
for the strategy and tactics of the First Crusade.4 With the
Norman adaptability and spirit of adventure he combines
Norman shrewdness and common sense. He is practical,
observant, fair-minded, sagacious. Yet he is full of the
simple, somewhat credulous religious faith of his time and
surroundings, that faith which had brought Norman Italy
into peculiarly close relations with the Papal See. If he
does not see visions himself, he gives credence to the visions
of others; he accepts the genuineness of the Holy Lance
without hesitation; he believes in the appearance of the
soldier-saints and their spirit-armies at the battle of Antioch,
because ' several of our men saw these things '.5 His book is
a diary, a chronicle of personal experience, but it is some-
1 He took priest's Orders during the Crusade.
 *	c. ix, p. 20.
 *	Cf. c. xvii, where the Constable Robert Fitz Girard is compared
to a famished lion raging among the flocks and herds.
 *	Von Sybel, Gesch. des ersten Kreuzz., pp. 27-9, ed. 1881.    Cf.
Oman, Art of War. vol. i, Bk. v.	8 cc. xxviii, xxix, pp. 63-9.

